

















The CNN factor has become well known as the process by which the media influences pub-
lie policy by evoking responses in its audience through concentrated and emotion-based cover-
age, who in turn apply pressure to respective governments to act on a particular issue. There
exists another side to this factor, however, in that 'saturation'coverage of one issue comes at
the expense of all other issues, some of which may be a great deal more pressing in nature.
This paper attempts to examine the full extent of both sides of the CNN factor.
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